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youngest son of Benjamin Fenn and Sarah (Treat) Fenn. C.C.B.
Mr. C. C. Bronson Hartford, 0. May 21st, 1869

Dear Sir, ‘

My Uncle William was my grand fathers 4th son. He was born,

as he once mentioned to me, in the year which had three sevens,
1777. He married Mary Fenn, then called Polly. She was, as I
believe, a descendant of James Fenn the youngest son of the first
Benjamin Fenn.

They had nine children: Aaron William, Mary whitman, Eliakim
Tibbals, Aaron William, Eliza Lucretia, William Aaron, Harriett,
Sarah and Harriet; four of whom are now living, Elizkin Tibbals,
Eliza Lucretia, Aaron William and Mary Whitman.

He was Colonel in the Militia and Deacon of the first church in
Milford. He died Oct. 15th, 1858 in Orange {(once a part of
Milford) aged 78. His wife survived him a short time. He was
a man of more than average talent.

His public education, though unfinished was of great service

to him. He was in Yale College when I was a little shaver, and
I suppose it was one of his pranks that one evening at my
Fathers house, they stripped stark naked and placed me on my
feet on a table. How young I was I do not know. I was able to
stand alone and use my limbs with some activity. I remember that
he and my parents were sitting around the table and laughing
merrily. I also remember stretching out my arm and that I did
not stand still. I was merry too. I suppose they were admir-
ing my fine proportions as well as laughing at my activity. I
distinctly remember standing on the table intirely naked. That
doubtless was one of my uncles ways of studying "the human form
divine". I congecture I was about three years old. 1In giving
an account of his mother, I mentioned how when a member of
college, she effectually cured him of dancing. Having spent
about three years in college, he was induced by his future
father and mother-in-law to leave college, marry their daughter,
their only child and 1ive with them. This step he took in
opposition to the advice of his strong minded mother. She ad-
vised him to complete his college course. But the promises of
Pollys parents, her beauty and affection decided him, for that
time, to go contrary to his mothers advice. Though happy with
his wife and in his growing family, he found, in after 1life,
that his mother was right and that he was foolishly wrong in
leaving college as he did. When I was a youth he was verry
sick and it was thought that he would die. I went to see him
and after conversation and as I was going to leave he saigd,
"Benjamin, don't forget me". This he said in view of what appear-
ed to be approaching death.

In the latter part of the summer of 1815, or 16 he had a verry
severe illness, called camp distemper, worse than dysentary.
His daughters, the first Harriet was sick with the same disease
and died about the middle of Sept. I remember being present
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at her funeral. Dr. Carrington was their family physician. But
there was a Dr. Austin in Milford, a sagacious, long headed o0ld
man. My uncle sent for him. He came and examined into the case
said, "Col. Fenn where have you been? You have been somewhere"

My uncle answered that he had not been anywhere to be exposed to
disease. "Yes you have", said the doctor. "Think back where

you have been". Uncle thought back through August, July, June,
May, April and he remembered that in April he opened or heap

in his garden where he had buried some cabbages. The cabbages
had rotted and the scent was verry strong and verry bad, and his
daughter Harriet he remembered stood by him as he was leaning
over the hole, her face close to his and she looking in "Ah" said
the doctor, "You need go no further, that was the place." This
case is interesting because it shows two things, one, the danger-
ous character of effuvia arising from rotten vegetables, especia-
11y cabbages; the other, that the miasmatic poison may be in the
system from April to August without indicating its presence.
Prayers were offered in both congregations in town for his re-
covery and he did recover, and do much good to immortal souls.
His education was of good service to him, and to the cause of
religion. He was a man of exemplary piety, few laymen in his day
were more active than he in laboring for the conversion of sin-
ners. He also did good in healing serious difficulties between
individuals. 1In his last sickness, and not long before his death,
he said, "Do tell me what ails me! I never felt so well in my
life".

Of his nine children five are dead, Aaron William, Sarah, William
Aaron, and the two Harriets. His eldest son was a verry promis-
ing 1lad and died while a lad. Mary Whitman married one Tomlin-
son, an Episcopal Clergyman, one of the high sort who are ex-
clusively right, and every body else is wrong. His wife as I
understand, has at length come fully into his views. Eliakim
married into the Platt family, and is a substantial and important
pillar in the Methodist Church in Milford.

Aaron William, named after his brother who died, has been a
successful physician and resides in Roxbury, Conn. highly re-
spected as a man of piety and worth. I think he is a deacon of
the church in that place. He 1is as a matter of course a decided
Republican. Eliza Lucretia married my brother-in-law, Nathan
Gunn of Milford, and resides there. She is a noble woman, active
in piety and a nurse in sickness of the first order, generous
and self denying.

William Aaron moved to Georgia or Alabama, became a southern
man in feeling and action. Stood high among the secessionists
lost all his property in the war, returned to the north poor,
was furnished with necessaries by his republican brother in
Roxbury, and died about two years since.

My Uncle had a mind of large scope. I have been intimately
acquainted with no man who was so ready and able to converse
on a wide circle of subjects. Mathematics, astronomy, mechanics,
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inventions, the affairs of the church, of the nation, agri-

culture, the wonders of nature, of art, the Bible theology and
Christian duty. His range of thought was extensive, in many cases
original, and always interesting.

He was once engaged in the beautiful and fasinating theory of
perpetual motion, which has dazzled so many minds. He had a
machine in construction and was quite confident of success. It
was about the year 18l14. He made his Pastor a confident and
explained his plans to him. But Mr. Pinneo said to him, "Colonel
fenn, by and by some old man will stick up his head in your
machine and won't get away at your bidding". Uncle, however,
thought differently and proceeded with his machine. He got it
completed, and nicely made, and then lo and behold, it stood per-
fectly balanced. He then saw an important point which he had
overlooked, and which was an immovable obstacle in his way. I

saw the machine and he explained to me the point he had overlooked.

My grand father had two daughters between William and Richard,
born between 1770 and 1777, Clemence and Sarah. Clemence died
young. Sarah married Elisha Edwards of Berlin Conn, and died
some time after the birth of her daughter Sally. This Sally,
her only child, married Hopkins Austin, son of the sagacious
old doctor whom I have mentioned. She is not living.

Respectfully yours,

Benjamin Fenn the 8th Gen.

Richard Fenn was the 5th son of Benjamin and Sarah Fenn. He was
born July 4th, 1779 and died in Tallmadge 0. Feb. 20th, 1868,
aged 88. My uncle was but 1 year three months and twenty three
says old when his father died. He lived with his mother untill
he was o0ld enough to go to a trade. He went to Derby, about
five miles from home and servef an apprenticeship to the hatters
trade. While there in Derby, he was induced to become a free and
accepted Mason. He was initiated into the first degree, (that of
entered apprentice) but never took another; nor as I understood
him, did he enter the lodge the second time. His reasons as he
informed me were these: when in taking the first degree he was
led round in the lodge by his conductor, blindfolded, with a
hatter round his neck, "neither clothed or unclothed, shod or
unshod" his conductor having his arm drawn within his own, whis-
pered to him to step high. The conductor in such a case is the
candidates special friend, or supposed to be, and he is to be
trusted and his directions followed. When his special friend
whispered to him to step high, he, supposing that ropes were
tied across the passage, or that some obstructions were placed
in his way for him to stumble over, raised his feet alternately
s0 as to form a right angle at his knee and thus he passed over
a level floor with no obstructions on it to the great merriment
of the members who were sitting by the sides of the lodge, and
looking on the ridiculous figure vhich my uncle in all serious-
ness was presenting. On ascertaining how he had been imposed
upon he thought he had got enough of Ancient Masonry. He
settled in Milford and carried on the hatting business for sev-
eral years, sending hats into the southern states, and sometimes
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not, experiencing sometimes much difficulty in obtaining his dues,
as others have done who trusted the slave holding chivalry of

the south. In 1818 he in connection with his brother Peck,

moved to Ohio with their families and arrived in Tallmadge on the
fifth day of Oct. He chose a farm located a mile and a half

east of the center. His brother Benjamin chose one a half mile
west and his brother Peck one a mile north of the center.

My uncle Richard was a modest man and a careful prudent man, wise
hearted, tenacious of his convictions, progressive and yet
conservative, taking a deep interest in religion, the church and
the Sabbath School, which last he conducted with good sense as
Superintendant.

He was slow of speech and never put himself forward. When he
had entered his 80th year, he said to me one day, Dr. Watts says
"Qur age to seventy years is set
How short the term, how frail the state
And if to eighty we arrive
We rather sigh and groan than live

"Now said he" I think that is not so, I feel that I 1live. And
he did 1live, with one exception he was as I suppose, enjoying
good health and was active in supplying eggs for the New york
market, after he had given up his farm to his son in law. He
thus obtained money yearly to make some one a life member of
the Bible Society or to educate some of his grand children or
both.

Richard Fenn married Miss Mabel Platt, daughter of Capt. Platt
of Milford. Mabel Platt was born in Milford March 1lst, 1781.
Births of the children of Richard and Mabel P, Fenn.

Twins (Dennis Born Feb. 14th, 1803, Died Nov. 16th, 1827, aged 24
(Wyllys n " " " Died Nov. 19th, 1880, aged 78
Treat, born Dec. 10th, 1804
Mabel, born Oct. 6th, 1808, Died Oct. 2lst 1856, aged 48
Delia, born June 23rd, 1812
Sally Edwards, Born June 3rd, 1815
Martha Platt, born May 22nd, 1817
Julia Ann, born Jan. 2Z2nd, 1820

Mabel, wife of Richard Fenn died Jan. 18th, 1855, aged 74

This closes the seventh generation from the first Benjamin Fenn
one of the original planters of Milford, Conn.

The eighth Benjamin Fenn, the writer of these letters says: I
was born in Milford Conn. Oct. 29th, 1792, and was baptized in
1798. He graduated at Yale College in 1813. And taught a common
school in Plymouth the following winter. Containing one hundred
children. But one was brought in her mothers arms to make the
full number of one hundred.

He studied divinity with Rev. Kezaleel Pinneo of Milford, was
licenced to preach the Gospel in 1816, and was ordained and
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installed Pastor of the church in Nelson, Portage County, Ohio

on the 16th of June 1819. The place of installation was Eber
Mangfields new barn, the only public building at the Center being
a common school house, in which the Presbytery of Portage ate the
instaliation dinner. Frame buildings were at that time in that
township verry scarce.

After residing there sixteen years he accepted a call from the
church in Gustavus, Trumbull Co Ohio {(of which the Rev. Joseph
Badger was one of the early missionaries from the Connecticut

Migsionary Society was then Pastor).

He was dismissed from Nelson, and installed in Gustavus June 16th,
1835. 1In 1847 he received a call from the church in Hartford in
the same county, and was installed there June 16th, 1847. 1In 1861
he was recalled and reinstalled in Nelson June 19th, 1861. In
1867 he asked for a dismission on account of his age 75. In the
spring of 1868, he with his wife moved to Hartford to live with
their son. His wife was Anna Gunn, a grand daughter of "0Old Esgq.
Gunn", of Milford as he was called, a prominent citizen of Milford
Conn, and a descendant of Jasper gunn who settled in Milford

with the first Benjamin Fenn.

They have had four children viz.

1st, Sarah Gunn, born Aug. 26th, 1822

2nd, Benjamin, born Oct. 30th, 1827

3rd, Stephen Wilberforce, born in Gustavus, Nov. 8th, 1835
4th, Richard Baxter, born August 23rd, 1843

At page 75 of this book the reader will find the obituary of
Rev. Benjamin Fenn the winter of these letters.

The ninth Benjamin Fenn, son of Rev. Benj. and Anna G. Fenn was
born Oct. 30th, 1827. He graduated at Western Reserve College in
1854. Was principal in the Academy at Granville Ohio one aca-
demic year, and then removed to Hartford. The state of his eyes
preventing him from studying and having a taste for mechanical
pursuits, he engaged in that line of business.

His first wife Jennie, the daughter of Bidwell Tinney of Paris,
Ohio. They were married May 17th, 1860. She died of consump-
tion Oct. 18th, 1865. His second wife was Sarah A. Pardy of
Windham, Ohio. It was a run away match. She was of age, being
22, but her father opposed his daughters marriage, he wishing
her to continue to keep house for him as she had done since her
mothers death, which took place when she was sixteen. Public
sentiment in that place was strongly in her favor.

They had one child Benjamin
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THE TENTH BENJAMIN FENN

Was born Oct. 2nd, 1868. He will probably, if he lives to

mans estate, make a figure in the world; but whether as Governor
of an independent state, or as President of the United States I
cannot now determine. Benjamin Fenn and Sarah A Pardy were
married at the Parsonage in Nelson by the bridegrooms father,
early in the morning of the first day of June 1867, Sarah

G. Fenn was a ¢graduate of Mount Holyoke in 1848. Was married in
Hartford Ohio to William P. Clark, and now lives in Medina, Ohio.
Has three children, Stephen Wilberforce, when last heard from

he was in Chicago, Ill., Richard Baxter, he served in the war
against the rebellion three years under Gen. Burnside, Schofield
and Cox. He was in the terrible battle in Franklin, Tenn. where
the rebel General Hood was defeated.

Baxter is now in New Haven.

This closes the correspondence of the Rev. Benjamin Fenn. He
died June 25th, 1869, aged 77.

I purpose to continue the sketch of the Fenn families as I can
gather information from various sources regreting Mr. Fenn could
not have lived to finish his account of the 8th and 9th gene-
rations. The second child and son of Benj. and Comfort (Fowler)
Fenn was Fowler Fellows, born March 15th, 1794. Came with his
parents to Ohio in 1817, being 23 years old. His father died
leaving a large family, he being the oldest at home. This afflict-
ion though great did not prevent carrying out the plans that had
been made for the comfort of the family. The mother was a woman
of great energy and being in possession of considerable property
they soon had a frame barn and house. As the family were thus
placed in good circumstances, his younger brothers could carry
on the farm at home, he selected a farm his father had bought

of Col Tallmadge before his death. This was Lot No. 4 in Great
Lot No. 8, 138 acres. In 1818 he cleared 3 or 4 acres and

built 2 small log cabin and went to North Milford, Conn. for a
wife. He was married to Miss Esther Law Dec. 24th, 1818. Mr.
Fenn on returning to Ohio went on to his farm and with his own
and wifes industry, prudence and good economy and with help from
his fathers estate he was able to clear his farm of timber and
erect frame buildings. Mr. Fenn was a verry guiet man. A good
common school education, of good judgement and decision of
character. He was a man kind in sickness, ready to help at all
times those that needed help. He made a public profession of
religion with his wife March 10th, 1822, both being subjects of
a revival in 1821. He ever after adorned his profession living
the life of a Christian. His first wife died Feb. 16th, 1829.
She was an excellent Christian woman. Mr. Fenn married for his
second wife Miss Abagail A. Law, a sister of his first wife who
still survives (1870) They were married by Rev. John Keyes
March 31st, 1830. He died Oct. 21lst, 1837, aged 43 years.

Alfred Fenn, the third son and child of Benj. and Comfort F. Fenn
was born January 20th, 1796. He also emigrated with his parents
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to Ohio. He lacked a few weeks of being 21 when he arrived in
Tallmadge. He was a verry cheerful man, fond of humor, playful
in company with the young. Still would never indulge in any
thing low or degrading but would be of that nature that would be
pleasing, making his society verry pleasant. He was Justice of
the Peace and held other offices in the township. He lived on
the o0ld homestead. He married Miss Henrietta Law, a sister of
his brother Fowlers wives. He was married Jan. 27th, 1825 by
Rev. John Keyes. He made a public profession of religion by
uniting with the Cong. Church in Tallmadge March 2nd, 1828. He
died July 27th, 1833, ag 37. His wife united with the church in
Tallmadge by letter July 10th, 1827. She died in the triumph of
faith Aug. b5th, 1837, aged 33 years.

Sally the fourth child was born Sept. 17, 1797. She was a
successful school teacher for many years. She united with the
Cong. Church in Tallmadge May 7th, 1837. She resides in Akron
and is unmarried.

Nathan H. the fifth child of Benjamin and Comfort F. Fenn was
born Sepit. 22nd, 1799. He was a young man verry much respected.
He went to Nelson to enter upon studies with his brother Rev.
Benjamin Fenn preparatory for a college course, was taken sick
and died in Nelson Dec. 21st, 1820, aged 21 years.

The sixth child Lucinda, born March 30th, 1801. She was a verry
amiable and lovely young lady, but she was after a short illness
consigned to the tomb at the early age of 18 years. She died
Nov. 12th, 1819.

The seventh child and f£ifth son Johnathan Fowler, was born
August 17th, 1802. After he was 21 he had a farm alotted him
belonging to the estate of his father in Tract No. 4 Tallmadge
on which he resided a while clearing etc. He then went into

the mercantile business not succeeding well in that he disposed
of his farm and attempt retrieve his fortune he went the over-
land route to Calafornia in 1850 where he died. He was married
to Rhoda H. Randall Nov. 9th, 1846. She died Jan. 9th, 1847,
aged 28. Mr. Fenn made a public profession of religion joining
the First Cong. Church in Akron.

The eighth child named Elmina was born Dec. 15th, 1805. She
died Oct. 1st 1813, aged 8 years.

The ninth child was Hannah. She was born May 4th, 1808. She

was adopted by her Aunt Bryan and did not come to Ohio with her
parents. She took the name of Bryan, her signature being

Hannah F. Bryan. She married Harvey A.Howard, a merchant doing
business in Middlebury and Akron. They were married Feb. lst, 1827.
He died in 1828. She married for her second husband William M.

Dodge. They were married Jan. 4th, 1833. He was a lawyer and at

the time of his death which occured on the , he was probate

judge of Summit Co. She resides in Akron, died Dec. 11, 1892, aged 84.
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OBITUARY

Died in Tallmadge, Aug. 5, Mrs. Henrietta S. Fenn, aged 33. For
a considerable length of time, she had manifestly been ripening
for heaven. Four years ago she stood a widow and mourned over
the remains of the companion of her youth. From that period
till her death, her health was feeble and she probably antici-
pated an early grave. Such an anticipation, however, had not
the effect to render her gloomy, nor did it lead her to neglect
any of the duties of her station. She sought to train her
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Knowing
that they were soon to be léft orphans in the world, her solici-
tude for their spiritual welfare was strong and unremitting to
the last, and earnestly did entreat her friends to be faith-

ful to them. Still she could yield them up to God, and did not
find here a cord binding her to the earth too strong to be bro-
ken. Her last hours were sweet and peaceful, as we might have
anticipated from the general tenor of her Christian Course. She
enjoyed the presence of God and the consciousness of his favor.
Her hope was clear and consistent.

Her Savior stood by her, imparting not the rapture of hope which
some Christians have experienced in their dying hours; but the
calmness, the patience, the stedfastness, the sweetness of hope.

The reader will find the remainder over the leaf.

The exercises of her mind during her last illness, as gathered
from her conversation were such as were calculated to convey to
all who beheld and heard her, an impressive recommendation of
the religion of Jesus Christ.

Not a cloud seemed to intervene between her and the sun right-
eousness. It shed its bright beams on her to the last.

"Oh for the death of those

Who slumber in the Lord!

Oh be 1like theirs my last repose,
Like theirs my last reward"

Coplied from the Ohio Observer 1879
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The tenth Clemmence C. Born March 23rd, 1810. Married Dr. Amos
Wright March 31st, 1831, resides in Tallmadge.

The eleventh child in this family was Edward M., born June 13th,
1812. Died Sept. 11th, 1813, age 1 year, 4 months.

The twelfth child of this family was a daughter who was named
Elmina E. She was born July 4th, 1815. Consequently she was
but two years of age when her parents moved into Ohio. She
died Oct. 31st, 1828, age 13 years.

DEACON PECK FENN

Dea Fenn was a verry thrifty farmer and a verry highly respected
citizen of North Milford, his native place, but having a family
of children, five being sons and expecting that they would all
want farms, he in company with other well to do farmers in New
England deemed it best to dispose of his property and go west
where land was cheap and buy farms for his sons and they settle
around the new parental home. Ohio was the selected state.

His brother Benjamin and family and Mr. Aaron Hine and family
left their native place for Ohio destination Tallmadge in the
then County of Portage.

In July 1811 they arrived. In this company came Dea Fenn and
his brother Richard and Mr. Abraham Hine, a brother of Aaron
Hine. These three came to see the country and had in view if
they liked the country to sell out in Conn, come to Ohio with
their families. They being pleased with the situation of Tall-
madge they at once decided to make Tallmadge their future resi-
dence. Dea Fenn at once negotiated with Mr. Edmond Strong for
his farm being Lot No. 6 in Great Lot No. 6 north of the center,
many acres of improvement, orchard and frame barn. Deacon Fenn
returned to Conn, scld his farm and in 1818 moved with his
family to his new home in Ohio.

The three brothers bought several hundred acres of wild land of
Col. Benjamin Tallmadge of Litchfield. Dea Fenns family lived
in the log cabin on his farm and in the spring of 1819 commenced
building the house now occupied (1870) by John C. Treat. Dea
Fenn had been a verry active and efficient man in his native
place and he was no less here, he was willing to do his duty and
helped to build up society, was a heavy subscriber to erect the
Cong. Meeting House, was ever ready to help the poor and dis-
tressed from his farm or his purse.

He died March 12th, 1824. Aged 56 years. Deacon Fenn made a
profession of religion early life and joined the 2nd Church in
Milford. At the time of the organization of the Church in North
Milford in 1805 he transfered his connection and was one of the
original members of the Cong. Church in North Milford and was
one of the first Deacons. On comeing to Ohioc he transfered his
church relations to Tallmadge, he and his uniting with the Cong.
Church in T, Feb. 28th, 1819.

Mrs. Fenn was a woman of decision of character, ruling well her
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own household industry strict economy and frugality were pre-
dominating characteristics of her.life. Although she lived to
an advanced age, her physical and mental faculties were remark-
ably good untill the last six months of her life when a paraly-
tic shock rendered her partialy helpless.

For several years she had resided with her youngest daughter
Mrs. F. H. Wright, visiting her children when she was disposed
and also her old acquaintance and friends, passing the evening
of life verry pleasantly in the society of her children and
friends. Having naturally a strong constitution and the facul-
ty of not overtaxing herself and being temperate in all things
of a happy and peacable disposition and enough of this worlds
goods to place her beyond want and with that unwavering trust
in the promises of God. She passed from earth at the house of
her son Andrew Fenn Sept. 15th, 1862, aged 93 years.

CHILDREN

1st, Miranda, born Nov. 3rd;, 1794, died March 11th 1796

2nd, William Peck, born May lst, 1796, William P. was a farmer
had a common school education, a verry ambitious and en-
ergetic man industrious and untiring in his efforts to pro-
vide for his family and also being possessed of that pro-
pensity that is so prominent a feature of the inhabitants of
of New England to not only have a competence but to lay up
something against a wet day, or in other words to get rich.
With this end in view he f elt that the West was the place
for him. When his father thought of disposing of his farm
and remove to Ohio, Wm. heartily coincided in the measure.
He married Miss Susan Smith June 4th, 1818. And soon after
his father left with his family with ox and horse teams his
native place and began the toilsome journey across the
country by way of Albany and Buffalo N.Y. to Ohio arriving
in Tallmadge. William driving the ox team. He remained
with his father untill the spring of 1820 when he removed
onto a farm his father had given him. He had four children,

Wm. Peck, born May 1819, Miranda born » married Joseph
Spellman, died Sept. 17th, 1845, Benjamin born , died
1863, Susan born died in the fall of 1862. Mr. Fenn

labored verry hard being on a new farm to be cleared of the
timber and to be brought under cultivation and being am-
bitious to do as much as anyone and not waiting to be ac-
climated the intermittent diseases incident to a new
country fastened upon and his naturally strong constitution
gave way and he died April 15th, 1824, aged 28 years. His
widow married John M. Steele, they had four children.

3rd, Miranda, born Jan. lst, 1798. She married Mr. Anson Ashley
March 10th, 1820. Has resided in Tallmadge ever since, her
father moved into the town in 1818. She had the misfortune
to receive a severe fall many years since making her a
cripple for life. She has had a large family of children,
some of which are dead. Mr. Ashley died of apoplexy July
5th, 1870, aged 75.
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4th, Harvey, born Dec. 7th, 1799. He was a farmer, educated in
common school, came into Ohio when he was 19. He married
Miss Cynthia Beach, daughter cof Mr. Reuben Beach, April 18th,
1822. He also began for himself a new farm which his father
gave him. He improved this farm, built a frame house and.
barn upon it and then sold to Mr. Cyrus Pierce. And removed
to Sullivan, Ashland Co., 0. He was the father of three
sons, Harvey Peck, Richard. Kimball and Durand A. Harvey
died in the army in Kentucky, R. Kimball in Calafornia.
Mrs. Fenn died in Sullivan by her request buiried in Tall-
madge. She died April 10th, 1861, age 56. Mr. Fenn now
(1870) l1lives in Tennesea.

5th, Joseph, born March 2nd, 1802. His occupation was farming
and after his fathers death, he had the farm his father
lived on. He was married Sept. 6th, 1827 to Miss Nancy.,
daughter of John and Nancy A. Carruthers. They had three
daughters, Clarinda, Mrs. James W. Upson of Tallmadge.,
Eliza Jane, died April 19th, 1844 and Harriet Peck, wife
of wilbur F. Saunders of Montana. Mr. Fenn was a good and
successful business man, a guiet peacable citizen. Making
a profession of religion by uniting with the Cong Church
in Tallmadge Sept. 25th, 1827, adorning his profession with
a well ordered life. His death by cancer took place July
10th, 1846, aged 44 years.

6th, Clarinda, born April 22nd, 1804. She made a profession of
religion and joined the Cong. Church March 10th, 1822. She
was married to Mr. Frances H. Wright of Tallmadge, Sept.
18th, 1823. She had one child, Eliza, now the wife of Abel
P. Berry of Vt. She died Oct. 19th, 1827, aged 23 vyears.

7th, Eliza, born Aprit 12th, 1806. She married as his 2nd wife,
F. H. Wright. May 21st, 1829. She has a family, Clarinda
married Lewis Sperry, has one child is a widow resides with
her parents. Harriet S. married James E. Baldwin, resides
in Tallmadge. Francis H. Wright Jr. resides with his father
on the farm, has a family. And Martha, wife of J. Park
Allexander of Akron. Mrs. Wright united with the Cong.
Church in T. Sept. 3rd, 1848.

8th, Sereno, born July 8th, 1809. He was a child of only 9 years
when his parents came to Ohio. His father dying before he
was 13, he in the distribution of his fathers estate re-
ceived a portion of the home farm and with a part of another
sub division he began to work for himself on becomeing of
age, a verry prudent and industrious man, he began clearing
his farm and living with his mother, he erected a small
frame house on the NW diagonal in Tallmadge, the only house
on that road for many years between the Center and Six
Corners. He married Eliza Cruthers Sept.27th, 1832. They
had two children, Anna E., married Lewis Ford of Cleveland,
and Sereno, who resides in Cleveland., Mrs. Fenn died Oct.
30th, 1868, aged 59 years. Mr. Fenn after the death of his
wife disposed of his farm, is living at present with his

daughter in Cleveland (1870)
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9th, Alpheus Andrew, born Feb. 5th, 1817. He being less than
two years of age when he came to Ohioc and but little more
than seven years old at his fathers death. He lived with his
mother, working on the farm and attending school untill he
was 21. A farm was given him in the east part of the town be-
longing to his fathers estate. Here he began for himself
clearing a few acres and put up a log house. He married Miss
Anna E. Carruthers April 1lth, 1838. Soon after he sold
his farm in Tallmadge and went to Northfield where he re-
sided untill 1849. He came back to Tallmadge and bought
the farm owned by Henry B. Stephens and has continued to
reside in Tallmadge ever since. He joined the Cong. Church
in Tallmadge May 4th, 1834. He was ordained Deacon July
1st, 1855, resigned March 12, 1868. We have here an instance
of three brothers marrying three sisters which is not often
seen. Mr. Fenn and his wife has four children, two sons and
two daughters. I would here wish to insert that Mr. Serenoc
Fenn joined the Cong. Church April 6th, 1834.

MR. RICHARD FENN

Mr. Fenn was by trade a hatter and carried on his trade in Mil-
ford, Conn. He was a shrewd, close calculating man, prudent,
and honest, but the best sometimes fail; and he putting to much
confidence in southern honesty and chivalry by sending hats to
them and not getting his pay and a family growing around him in-
duced him to change his business and also his location. Accord-
ingly he selected Tallmadge as his future home. He with his
family came into Ohio in 1818.

CHILDREN

1st, (Twin) Dennis, born Feb. 14th, 1803, died Nov. 16th, 1827 age

24

2nd, (twin) Wylliys, " " " " " Nov. 19th, 1880 age 78

Wyllys is a large and successful farmer living in Tallmadge.
He served an apprenticeship with Col Samuel Porter at the
joiners trade. For several years he carried on the carpenter
and joiner business. But he turned his attention to farm-
ing and bought the farm owned by the heirs of Fowler F. Fenn
and other land adjoining making in the whole some 300 acres.
He married Miss Emeline H. Root and has raised a large fam-
ily of children. He united with the Cong. Church with his
brother Dennis and others March 10th, 1822. He was married
Dec. 10th, 1826.

3rd, Treat, born Dec. 10th, 1804. He also lives in Tallmadge,
His father gave him a farm, the south side of the road
from his own residence where he resides at the present time
(1870) He also united with the Church at the same time with
his brothers. He has had three wives, his first wife was
Miss Harriet Bierce of Nelson, Portage County, Ohio. They
were married June 4th, 1833. 5She had six children. She
died of consumption June 30th, 1850. His 2nd wife was also
from Nelson, Mrs. Rachel (Fuller) Baldwin, married Sept. 27th
1852. She had one daughter by Mr. Fenn. She died Sept.27th,

1857. His 3rd wife was Augusta Florilla, daughter of Dea.
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David and Laura (Knowlton) Wright of Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio.
They were married Nov. 21st, 1861.

Mahel, born QOct. 6th, 1808. She married Sydney H. Wright and
resided in Tallmadge several years. United with the Cong.
Church July 6th, 1845. She died in Illi. Oct. 21st, 1856 aged
48. They were married by Rev. Caleb Pitkin Oct. 7th, 1832.

Delia, born June 23rd, 1819. She after she was about 24 years
went to Oberlin to prepare herself for teaching, and became
acquainted with Edward W. Andrews who she married. A de-
voted Christian woman resides in Oberlin (died there March
5th, 1882, aged 70.

Sally Edwards, born June 3rd, 1815. She united with the Cong.
Church May 4th, 1834. Her sister Delia joined June 28th,
1835. She married Wm. B. Ashmun. After her own mother be-
came infirm she returned to her fathers to perform the filial
duty of taking care of her aged and infirm parents, this duty
with the aid of her husband and children, she most tenderly
performed doing all that was necessary to make the evening

of life pleasant, making a guiet home for them in their last
days. After the death of her father, considering it best for
her family, they sold the farm that her father had owned for
fifty years and went in the spring of 1870 to Nebraska.

Martha Platt, this was their youngest child when they came
to Ohio in 1818. She was born in Milford May 22nd, 1817.

She also joined the Con g. Church the same day with her
sister Ashmun, May 4th, 1834. She was united in marriage
with Lucius L, Strong June 13th, 1837 by Rev. J. C. Parmelee.
And removed to Mayfield Cuyhoga Co., 0. Came back to Tall-
madge, then to Richfield and then to the town of Austinburg
Ashtabula County where they now reside.

Julia Ann, born in Tallmadge Jan. 2nd, 1820. She obtained

a2 good education, united with the Cong. Church in her native
town, July 6th, 1845. She married Rev. Elias S. Peck and
lives in Wisconsin.

closes the account of the Fenn families and well they have

acted their part in the affairs of Tallmadge for the last fifty
yvears and as their ancestry has been, may it actuate future
generations to the same acts as far as maybe. Tallmadge, Aug.

15th,

1870. C, C. Bronson

i
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THE FAMILY RECORD OF MR. TREAT FENN

BIRTHS
Treat Fenn, born in Milford New Haven Co., Ct. Dec. 10th, 1804

Harriet Almeda Bierce, born in Cornwall, Litchfield Co., Ct.
Dec. 21st, 1808

Mrs. Rachel (Fuller) Baldwin, born in Kent, Litchfield Co., Ct.
Dec. 22nd, 1812

Augusta Florilla Wright, born in Morgan, Ashtabula Co., 0. June
21st, 1814

CHILDREN

l1st, Curtiss Treat, Born May 23rd, 1834

2nd, Philio Bierce, born June 25th, 1838

3rd Frederick Bierce, born May 25th, 1839
4th, Emily Augusta, born Oct. 19th, 1841
5th, Hellen Alevia, born July 17th, 1843
6th, Harriet Francis, born Oct. 12th, 1845
7th, Nelson Wallbridge, born Oct. 23rd, 1847

BY SECOND WIFE

8th, Sarah Estella, born Oct. Z26th, 1853

MARRIAGES

Treat Fenn and Harriet A. Bierce married in Nelson June 4th, 1833
Treat Fenn and Mrs. Rachel (Fuller) Baldwin " Aug. 30th, 1852
Treat Fenn and Miss A, F. Wright, married in Morgan Nov. 21st, 1867

Curtis Treat Fenn and Miss Mary Hall, married Nov. 5th, 1867
Hellen A. Fenn and Lucius F. Reed, married Sept. 12th, 1871
Harriet F. Fenn and William Jenks, married Aprili 15th, 1875

DEATHS
1st, Philo Bierce died August 12th, 1838, aged 7 months

2nd, Mrs. Harriet A. died June 30th, 1850, aged 42 years
3rd, Mrs. Rachel F. died Sept. 27th, 1857, aged 45 years
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THE HOLLAND PURCHASE

The origin of this famous land speculation - a curious and inter-
esting bit of history.

A subscriber asks us how the western part of New York State came
into the possession of parties in Holland, through whom all
original titles to land there have come; in other words, what is
the history of what is known as "the Holland Purchase"? This
involves quite a curious and historical chapter of which we give
the outline.

July 4th, 1608 Samuel Champlain, the French navigator with two
white attendants and a company of Canadian Indians entered the
lake which bears his name, being the first white man that ever
set foot upon the soil of New York.

Sept. 8th, 1608, Henry Hudson the English navigator in the employ
of the Dutch East India Company discovered the Bay of New York,
and three days after entered the river which has since borne his
name. The land discovered by Hudson was claimed by Holland and
named New Netherlands. The colony spread to the east and west
the next 45 years untill it came in conflict with the English
settlement on the Connecticut and Swedish colonies on the Dela-
ware. Contests arose and the latter was subjugated by the Dutch
and annexed to New Netherlands. The border contests in the east
continued as long as the Dutch held possession of the country,
the English claiming New Netherland as part of Virginia, founded
upon the prior discoveries of Cabot.

March 12th, 1664 Charles II of England granted a charter of all
the lands lying between the Hudson and Delaware Rivers to his
brother, the Duke of York. This included New Netherlands and

a portion of the territory which had been granted to connecticut,
Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and before the year 1664 had
closed by a sudden and bold movement; the country was wrested
from the Dutch by military force and passed from their control.
In 1664 the Duke of York sold the present territory of the state
of New Jersey. It was not untill 1731 that the disputed boundary
with Connecticut growing out of this grant was settled. The
claims of Massachusetts, arising under the same grant was not
adjusted till 1736, after the close of the Revolutionary War.
Then a compromise was effected which gave New York the sovreignty
of the whole territory but yielded to Massachusetts ownership

of the soil in that portion of the state which lies west of the
meridian line passing through the 82 mile stone of the Pennsyl-
vania boundary. This line, known as "premption line" commences
at the south east corner of Steuben County, extends along the
west shore of Seneca Lake, and terminates in Sodus Bay on Lake
Ontario.

In 1787, Massachusetts sold to Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gor-
ham the whole tract lying west of the pre emption line contain-
ing 6,000,000 acres for $1,000,000. About two thirds of this
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tract reverted to Massachusetts and was subsequently sold to
Robert Morris. Morris sold about seven eighths of his purchase
to a company of capitalists of Amsterdam, Holland and this tract
was afterwards known as the "Holland Purchase". The Holland Land
Company pursued an exceedingly liberal policy with regard to their
lands. They thoroughly surveyed the whole region, built roads,
mills, and by every means encouraged settlement. Their lands
were sold on easy terms of payment, and it is probable that now
there is but very little of this vast tract that is not held by
actual owners who have secured their title from this famous
company, who must have made themselves and their successon immen-
sely rich by the operation.

For more than half of his life, Gov. Seward was the principle

agent and attorney in superintending the disposal of their lands,
the foreclosing of their mortgages in cases of default in pay-
ments and the other details con nected with this vast property
interest. And today, the little land office that holds the re-
cords of this Holland Company's doings and conducts the remnant

of its business may be seen in the wvillage of Westfield, Chautaugua
County, N.Y. 45 miles west of Buffalo, being in charge as it has
been since Gov. Seward relinguished it of Ex Lieut Gov. Geo. W.
Patterson of New York.

To make this of historical reminiscience complete we will add
that the conflicting claims which New york had with New Hamp-
shire, also growing out of this same Duke of York grant, led to
frequent violent collisions and almost Civil War, and were only
settled in 1790, when the territory in dispute was erected into
the State of Vermont and the State of New York was paid $30,000.

The transcriber would add that in 1819 {(when his parents moved
from Conn. to Ohio) that the land office of the Holland Land
Company was in the Village of Batavia, and that the tract of
land known as the Holland Purchase comprised all the land in the
State of New York west of the Genesee River.

Copied from the Hillsdale Standard, a paper printed in Hillsdale,
Michigan. Aug. 16th, 1870 by C. C. Bronson



