
Black Authors & Illustrators 
 

Picture books: 
 
Alexander, Kwame. Kadir Nelson, illustrator. The Undefeated, 2019.  JE/ JCald 
Originally performed for ESPN's The Undefeated, this poem is a love letter to black 
life in the United States. It highlights the unspeakable trauma of slavery, the faith and 
fire of the civil rights movement, and the grit, passion, and perseverance of some of 
the world's greatest heroes. The text is also peppered with references to the words 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and others, offering 

deeper insights into the accomplishments of the past, while bringing stark attention to the endurance 
and spirit of those surviving and thriving in the present.  
 
 

Harrison, April, author & illustrator. What Is Given from the Heart, 2019. JE/ JCSK 
"Misery loves company,"" Mama says to James Otis. It's been a rough couple of months 
for them, but Mama says as long as they have their health and strength, they're blessed. 
One Sunday before Valentine's Day, Reverend Dennis makes an announcement during the 
service-- the Temples have lost everything in a fire, and the church is collecting anything 
that might be useful to them. James thinks hard about what he can add to the Temple's 

"love box," but what does he have worth giving? With her extraordinary gift for storytelling, McKissack--
with stunning illustrations by Harrison--delivers a touching, powerful tale of compassion and reminds us 
all that what is given from the heart, reaches the heart. 
 
 

Holmes, Ekua, illustrator. Written by Marion Dane Bauer. The Stuff of Stars, 2018.  
JE/ JCSK   
Before the universe was formed, before time and space existed, there was . . . nothing. 
But then . . . BANG! Stars caught fire and burned so long that they exploded, flinging 
stardust everywhere. And the ash of those stars turned into planets. Into our Earth. And 
into us. In a poetic text, this book takes readers from the trillionth of a second when our 

universe was born to the singularities that became each one of us, while vivid illustrations capture the 
void before the Big Bang and the ensuing life that burst across galaxies. A seamless blend of science and 
art, this picture book reveals the composition of our world and beyond -- and how we are all the stuff of 
stars. 
 

Tarpley, Natasha Anastasia. Photographs by Regis and Kahran Bethencourt.  
The Me I Choose to Be, 2021. JE   
The possibilities are endless in this uplifting ode to the power of potential. With lyrical 
text by bestselling author Natasha Anastasia Tarpley and images by Regis and Kahran 
Bethencourt -- the team behind CreativeSoul Photography -- each page of The Me I 
Choose To Be is an immersive call for self-love that highlights the inherent beauty of 
all Black and brown children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fiction & Graphic Novels: 
 

Callender, Kacen. King and the Dragonflies, 2020. JFIC 
Twelve-year-old Kingston James is sure his brother Khalid has turned into a dragonfly. 
When Khalid unexpectedly passed away, he shed what was his first skin for another to live 
down by the bayou in their small Louisiana town. Khalid still visits in dreams, and King must 
keep these secrets to himself as he watches grief transform his family. It would be easier if 
King could talk with his best friend, Sandy Sanders. But just days before he died, Khalid told 

King to end their friendship, after overhearing a secret about Sandy-that he thinks he might be gay. "You 
don't want anyone to think you're gay too, do you?" But when Sandy goes missing, sparking a town-
wide search, and King finds his former best friend hiding in a tent in his backyard, he agrees to help 
Sandy escape from his abusive father, and the two begin an adventure as they build their own private 
paradise down by the bayou and among the dragonflies.  
 

 
Craft, Jerry, author & illustrator. New Kid, 2019. JGN/ JNewbery 
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But 
instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a 
prestigious private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of 
color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment 
to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two 

worlds--and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while 
keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true to himself? 
 

 

Williams, Alicia D. Genesis Begins Again, 2019. JFIC/ JCSK 
This deeply sensitive and powerful debut novel tells the story of a thirteen-year-old who 
must overcome internalized racism and a verbally abusive family to finally learn to love 
herself. There are ninety-six things Genesis hates about herself. She knows the exact 
number because she keeps a list. Like #95: Because her skin is so dark, people call her 
charcoal and eggplant--even her own family. And #61: Because her family is always being 

put out of their house, belongings laid out on the sidewalk for the world to see. When your dad is a 
gambling addict and loses the rent money every month, eviction is a regular occurrence. But things 
aren't all bad. Genesis actually likes her new school; she's made a couple friends, her choir teacher says 
she has real talent, and she even encourages Genesis to join the talent show. But how can Genesis 
believe anything her teacher says when her dad tells her the exact opposite? 
 
 

Woodson, Jacqueline. Before the Ever After, 2020. JFIC/ JCSK 
For as long as ZJ can remember, his dad has been everyone's hero. As a charming, talented 
pro football star, he's as beloved to the neighborhood kids he plays with as he is to his 
millions of adoring sports fans. But lately life at ZJ's house is anything but charming. His dad 
is having trouble remembering things and seems to be angry all the time. ZJ's mom explains 
it's because of all the head injuries his dad sustained during his career. ZJ can understand 

that--but it doesn't make the sting any less real when his own father forgets his name. As ZJ 
contemplates his new reality, he has to figure out how to hold on tight to family traditions and 
recollections of the glory days, all the while wondering what their past amounts to if his father can't 
remember it. And most importantly, can those happy feelings ever be reclaimed when they are all so 
busy aching for the past?  
 
 



 
 

Non-Fiction, Biographies, & Holiday: 
 

Armand, Glenda.  Black-eyed Peas and Hoghead Cheese: A Story of Food, Family, 
and Freedom, 2022. JHOLI ARMAND 
As Frances helps her grandmother with New Year's Day dinner, Grandma teaches 
her the origins of the different dishes and soul food they prepare together. 
Includes a recipe for Fay's Fabulous Pralines. 
 

 
 

 
Duncan, Alice Faye. Evicted! : The Struggle for the Right to Vote, 2022. JNF 324.6208 
D911e 
This critical civil rights book for middle-graders examines the little-known 
Tennessee's Fayette County Tent City Movement in the late 1950s and reveals what 
is possible when people unite and fight for the right to vote. Powerfully conveyed 
through interconnected stories and told through the eyes of a child, this book 
combines poetry, prose, and stunning illustrations to shine light on this forgotten 
history. 

 
 

Russell-Brown, Katheryn.  A Voice Named Aretha, 2020. JBIO FRANKLI, A R968v  
In this stirring biography of a true artistic and social icon, young readers learn how 
Aretha's talent, intelligence, and perseverance made her a star who will shine on for 
generations to come. 
 
 
 

 
Weatherford, Carole Boston. Floyd Cooper, illustrator. Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race 
Massacre, 2021. JNF 976.686 W362u/ JCSK 
The Tulsa Race Massacre was one of the worst incidents of racial violence in our nation's 
history. The book traces the history of African Americans in Tulsa's Greenwood district 
and chronicles the devastation that occurred in 1921 when a white mob attacked the 
Black community. News of what happened was largely suppressed, and no official 

investigation occurred for seventy-five years. This picture book sensitively introduces young readers to 
this tragedy and concludes with a call for a better future. 
 
 

Zoboi, Ibi. The People Remember, 2021. JHOLI 973.0496 Z83p 

The People Remember tells the journey of African descendants in America by 
connecting their history to the seven principles of Kwanzaa. It begins in Africa, where 
people were taken from their homes and families. They spoke different languages and 
had different customs. Yet they were bound and chained together and forced onto 
ships sailing into an unknown future. Ultimately, all these people had to learn one 

common language and create a culture that combined their memories of home with new traditions that 
enabled them to thrive in this new land. 
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